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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Last week, we welcomed a group of math teachers from across the Archdiocese to HNJ to observe our teachers
in action, particularly our implementation of Building Thinking Classrooms in Mathematics. The goal: to
increase thinking, engagement, and achievement in math. Our HNJ math teachers truly exemplify this kind of
learning environment. The visiting group shared that watching them teach was the highlight of their day! I am
so grateful for the leadership our teachers demonstrate and for their willingness to share their cutting-edge
craft with others. You continue to set the bar for excellence in mathematics instruction!

This week is filled with more fun and meaningful opportunities for our students! Our Lower and Middle School
students will visit Loyola for their annual Fit Fest and end the week with their fourth House Meeting. They
have one more meeting this semester before their House Showcase in December, where they will present
their assigned virtue to their peers.

Our youngest learners have an exciting visit from the New Orleans Fire Department… always a huge hit!
Later in the week, they’ll also enjoy a hands-on lesson from Nature on the Geaux. And if you want to witness
pure cuteness in action, join us for our Trick-or-Treat Parade on Friday morning! Our Little Gators and Early
Childhood students will parade around Loyola’s campus as professors and staff hand out candy. We’re so
grateful for our partnership with Loyola and for moments like these, when their faculty share in the wonder
and joy of our youngest learners, and our students get to experience a college campus with comfort and delight.

Finally, for our Alumni, the Advancement Department is hosting an HNJ Alumni Hour on Thursday evening,
beginning with a tour of the new building at 5:00 PM, followed by a gathering at The Guilded Perch on St.
Charles Avenue. We hope to see you there!

Happy Halloween!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Thursday October 30
Nature on the Geaux (PK-2 - 1  Grade)st

Loyola Fit Fest (1  -4  Grade)st th

Friday, October 31
Happy Halloween!

NO school mass
Halloween Spirt Shirt Day

Little Gators - Kindergarten Trick or Treat at Loyola, 9:00 AM
House Meetings (2  - 7  Grade)nd th

Later Gator Ends at 4:45 PM for all students

Monday, November 3 - Thursday, November 6
Middle School Exams

Monday, November 3
REGULAR UNIFORM - No Spirit Shirts due to Mass

All Saints Day School Mass, 8:30 AM at HNJ Church (K-7 , Parents Welcome)th

Tuesday, November 4
October Honorable Gator

Friday, November 7
End of First Trimester

HNJ Goes Totally 80's Performance, 7:00 PM

Saturday, November 8
HNJ Goes Totally 80's Performance, 7:00 PM

Sunday, November 9
Family Mass, 10:30 AM @ HNJ Church

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://arttoremember.com/school/TF9GPY
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The HNJ music department is pleased to announce that grades K-4 will present grade level student
performances during Gator Fest. Student performances will be in the auditorium so please bring your

child to the auditorium 20 minutes prior to his/her start time. Here are the class performance dates
and times. Please email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

Saturday, November 15
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 16
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade 

Music Notes

Ensure your child’s costume fits properly to prevent trips/falls.
Make your child’s costume distinguishable and safe by using
glow bracelets, reflective tape, lights or other items that make
them more visible.
Walk (don’t run) on sidewalks or near the edge of the roadway,
and look both ways before crossing the street.
Only visit homes that are well-lit or have their porch light
turned on.
Remind children to NEVER enter a residence or vehicle of an
unknown person.
Be aware of your surroundings: stay off of phones unless
making phone calls, especially while supervising children.
Have a family plan in case you and your child(ren) get
separated.
Inspect treats collected and toss any that are not sealed
properly.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Dear HNJ Community,

This year, Gator Fest will again have the Sports Auction Booth. In 2024, with the support of our Holy
Name Family, the booth was a great success. Once again, I am reaching out to the HNJ community to
ask if you have any connections to items that can be auctioned off as prizes throughout Gator Fest
weekend.

Items of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:
Saints tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Pelicans tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Jesters tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Tulane (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
LSU (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Loyola Athletics tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
UNO baseball or basketball tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Sports camp vouchers
Gift certificates (City Putt, golf courses, restaurants, tennis facilities, etc.)
Health and wellness memberships

All donations can be turned in to Mrs. Becky Keller in the office. The deadline to submit donations is
November 10th. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at davidblamphin@gmail.com.

Please submit any donation with the attached Gator Fest Donor Form. Any donor with a gift of $50.00
or higher will have their name placed on a banner located in the Sports Auction Booth. 
Thank you for all of your support. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at Gator Fest next month.

Go Gators,

David Blamphin
Co-Chair Sports Auction Booth

Gator Fest Sports Auction!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAakfy_IxObtboafUbdrzubgt9AiB1IorKoBPGIHmnmXcsVg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117132231763128654452
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Gator Fest Needs Your Donations!

November 4
November 6

November 10
November 11
November 12
November 13
November 14

We are collecting used books, gently used
games/prizes/puzzles, stuffies, cans,

individually wrapped sweets and juice boxes! 

*Sweets only accepted November 13/14

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/83C71D904A6CEEEC60-gator2025#/
http://hnjschool.org/gator-fest


November is Native
American Hertiage Month

Here are a few informational texts
you can enjoy reading together

as a family.
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It's an exciting time for our 5th-7th grade students as high school admissions events are
starting to take place! Middle School students have many opportunities to explore the various
Catholic High Schools in order to identify the school that best suits their unique interests and

abilities! We strongly encourage students to experience on-campus events, including Open
Houses and Spend-a-Days. To schedule a Spend-a-Day experience or to register for other

admissions events, visit the website of the high school(s) of your choice. Absences due to Spend-
a-Day events are excused, but missed school work is still expected to be completed. 

High School Information

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_fxQBa3MzI4Ie-Jt3yYtmU0Ju4pwH3XyqS6UTUn502zHHw/viewform?usp=dialog
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HOUSE SYSTEM: OCTOBER CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzu4NjVq8/8Ph4_0OxkRv8ndSr0RaD2w/view?utm_content=DAGzu4NjVq8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h14245b4d36
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsly4bQIk/aVt8OpWxEW3uGMGfOc_4Gg/view?utm_content=DAGsly4bQIk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h15a83ebddf#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGtJwa7jMw/cUsqaID_dkIjpg8R3JZC_w/view?utm_content=DAGtJwa7jMw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hc6e7c43146
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGssN-vWrc/ZEroXPgu2FxhcxYBFUP_wA/view?utm_content=DAGssN-vWrc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1c4b8c74d0
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/2kkfhe9henUTk2D8A
https://cur8.com/22562/project/134276
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https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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